A MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, %{ %/Z

Greetings from First City Art Center. | hope you and your family had a wonderful holiday.

As we start the new year, | want to share what is happening at First City Art Center. Clearly, we are growing. It is exciting and
encouraging that so many of our neighbors share a love of art and want to express their creativity. Our Ceramics Department
has exploded. We have nearly 250 people taking class each week. Our glass department has turned a corner and we now
have a great group of gaffers — both hobbyist and professional — that are regularly blowing glass. Our Make-Your-Own glass
instruction has really taken off and is growing exponentially - if you have not yet tried your hand in the Hot Shop, we
encourage you to give it a try. And our youth programming is bursting at the seams. 2025 saw a tremendous increase in Field
Trips by both young and not so young and our summer camp, Creatisphere, grew by 25%.

All this increased activity does not come without some growing pains. Change is always difficult — but necessary. The
overarching message is that Art is Fundamental to our well being and the desire to be creative is in our DNA. We strive every
day to provide an environment connected to that creativity.

With our unprecedented growth, we are reimagining the Gallery 1060 building. We simply have run out of instructional space.
We have had to close the original Youth Art Program building due to its structural condition and we must have space for our
growing children’s summer camp program. Soon, we will be converting the existing Administration building into 2 large
classrooms and some much-needed storage. This will enable us to offer classes in new mediums that folks have been asking
for and add classes where we have folks on waiting lists. We will move operations and staff into the existing gallery space
and create a Gallery that will showcase work by the FCAC community. The gallery exhibitions and sales will be available to all
FCAC students through a vetted process that ensures quality and variety. (More on this as the concept develops.) The open
space will be available for art talks, lectures, demonstrations, and meetings. We will continue the history of the juried art
shows.

We hope to see you on campus creating in 2026.
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2026 EVENTS

February 27"
Hot Glass Cold Brew: 70s Edition

April 11
Artful Home: A Home & Garden Art Sale

May 1*
Hot Glass Cold Brew: theme TBD

October 10™
20th Annual Pumpkin Patch

November 14™"
Pour & Play

December 4™
Hot Glass Cold Brew: Holiday PJ Party
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CERAMICS DEPARTMENT UPDATES

CERAMICS SUPPLY MANAGER DIRECTOR OF CERAMICS
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GET FIRED UPI FOR OUR NEW KILN

GLASS DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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YOUTH PROGRAM

YOUTH ART DIRECTOR @m Y

Happy New Year!

The Youth Art Program has been busy providing more classes and field trips for local students
of all schooling levels and types! As a reminder we have 6 week classes for ages 4-18 Monday
through Thursday. Our Art Labs offer a variety of mediums every session to get students
familiar with different types of art and processes. We also offer clay hand building classes for
ages 7-17 where students are taught the basics of clay and are encouraged to build on these
techniques to develop their skills.

Saturdays have become a day of rotating programming each month with an all ages (yes
adults welcome) mixed media art class, clay hand building classes for 5-12 year olds, and a
family clay date class to give an opportunity for kids and their grown ups to make something
together!

YAP also offers an art camp for Escambia County School District student holidays as well as a
weekly Summer Camp for 10 weeks between May and August.

FIRST CITY ART CENTER JANUARY 2026 FIRSTCITYART.ORG




Jiré (Joes
Q EWSLETTER

JANUARY 30: 2-6PM
&

JANUARY 31: 10AM-2PM

DISCOUNTED WORKS FROM
LEADING LOCAL ARTISTS

ALLEN JONES
JOE HOBBS
DIANE COLLINS
CHUCK LISNER
BEN TWINGLEY
JENNIFER FLEMMING

FIRST GITY
ART GENTER

1060 N GUILLEMARD STREET
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